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But overall, to emphasize why this

issue is so important, it is necessary to
understand the legend and his link to
West Virginia. Let me share with you a
little of the history.

The details of the John Henry folk-
lore sprang from the construction of
the Big Bend Tunnel on the Chesa-
peake and Ohio railroad in Talcott in
1873. Various stories led to the legend
of John Henry; but, unfortunately, no
documentation exists because earlier
C&O Railroad records were destroyed
in a fire in 1880. Local historians do
know that from 1870 to 1872, a gang of
hand-drillers working from the railroad
actually carved out rock from the Big
Bend Mountain for the railroad. This
tunnel stands as proof today that the
legend of John Henry has roots in re-
ality, and a statue of this folk hero
tops this tunnel.

John Henry was assumed to be an Af-
rican-American slave who worked on
the team of Big Bend Tunnel drillers.
Famed Appalachia folklore historian
Dr. James Gay Jones of Glenville, WV,
noted in his 1979 book, ‘‘Haunted Val-
ley, and More Folk Tales of Appa-
lachia,’’ that of all the railroad work-
ers in the area of the time, a man
known as John Henry was held in the
highest esteem because of his prowess,
immense size, brute strength, and
great labor ethic. John Henry ‘‘became
known as a driver of steel,’’ that is, he
used these great sledgehammers to
drive steel rods deep into red shale
rock walls. The rods were then re-
moved, explosives were placed in them,
and portions of the wall were removed
blast by blast.

When a new steam power drill, the
Burleigh, was brought to the Big Bend
Tunnel for testing purposes, legend has
it that John Henry agreed to a wager
to see if he could drive more steel and
clear more tunnel than the machine. A
contest was held, and the legend is that
John Henry drove a deeper hole than
the machine. It is the contest in the
mountains of West Virginia that cre-
ated the legend and made the point
that man can triumph in the competi-
tion against machine.

There is some controversy over how
and when John Henry died. Some claim
that he died because of the contest
when a blood vessel burst in his head.
Others say he was killed in a rock fall
in the Big Bend Tunnel. Regardless of
the circumstance, his legend was born
and nurtured by West Virginia to share
with the world, and it lives on today. It
is a bit of West Virginia’s contribution
to basic folklore which has enriched
our Nation’s culture and heritage, and
West Virginians like me are very proud
to take an active part in recognizing
and preserving this heritage.∑
f

NATIONAL POW/MIA RECOGNITION
DAY

∑ Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, today in
our Nation’s Capital, the officially rec-
ognized black and white POW/MIA flag
is flying over the U.S. Capitol Building,

the White House, the State Depart-
ment, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial,
the Korean War Veterans Memorial,
and at national cemeteries across the
country. Throughout the State of New
Hampshire, concerned citizens have
been gathering in Manchester, Derry,
Meredith, and several other commu-
nities to renew our commitment to the
fullest possible accounting of prisoners
of war and missing in action personnel.
Likewise, there are services being held
across the country.

For 12 years in Congress, I have been
proud to be a leader on the POW/MIA
issue on behalf of their families, our
Nation’s veterans, and concerned
Americans. This is an honorable cause
that we have embarked on, and we
must not stop until we know the truth,
and until we can ensure that this na-
tional tragedy can never be allowed to
happen again; 2,146 American service-
men are still unaccounted for from the
Vietnam War, and over 8,100 are unac-
counted for from the Korean War.
There are over 100 American service-
men who were lost during cold war in-
cidents, and we also cannot forget the
78,000 Americans who died during
World War II, even though we were not
able to recover their remains.

As many of my colleagues and my
constituents know, I have worked hard
to find answers for the POW/MIA fami-
lies. I have traveled to Russia, North
Korea, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia
trying to convince these nations to be
more forthcoming with information. I
authored the legislation which created
the Senate Select Committee on POW/
MIA Affairs in 1991, and I did my very
best as vice chairman to open the
books on POW/MIA information which
had previously been kept secret. I have
also worked to pass legislation to de-
classify Government records on POW’s
and MIA’s. Simply put, I have never let
up on my commitment to the POW/
MIA issue, and as long as I serve in
Congress, I never will.

Mr. President, I feel strongly that all
of us have a solemn, moral obligation
to continue thoroughly investigating
this national tragedy on behalf of the
families who still wait for answers on
the fate of their loved ones. Today, on
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, I
urge our Government leaders to renew
our Nation’s commitment to the fullest
possible accounting of POW’s and
MIA’s.∑
f

BUMPERS AMENDMENT TO H.R.
3662

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I would
like to enter some remarks for the
record regarding the Bumpers grazing
fee amendment to H.R. 3662, the Inte-
rior appropriations bill.

In my view, if Federal policies are
enacted that drive the small, independ-
ent family rancher off the land, there
will be many adverse consequences for
our country. I appreciate Senator
BUMPER’s responsiveness to my con-

cerns about small, family ranches that
led to a 5,000 AUM cap instead of the
original cap of 2,000 AUM.

This change, a 150-percent increase in
AUM’s over his initial proposed cap, re-
sulted in an exemption from the fee in-
crease for approximately 300 Oregon
ranchers. Further, the amendment
would not impact most of the 2,100 per-
mittees in Oregon.

There are, however, some small fam-
ily ranchers who I remain concerned
about. A significant number of Oregon
ranchers are small and independent but
they operate through one permittee, an
incorporated family ranch. They are
the folks I am concerned about. They
include families with multiple house-
holds who live on, work on, and derive
their livelihood from the ranch. They
are working together to provide for
their families, they provide genera-
tions worth of knowledge, and they are
active in associations and restoration
work. It is those family ranches who
hold permits to graze more than 5,000
AUM that will have to pay the in-
creased fee.

To address this problem, each legiti-
mate, separate household on a family
ranch should be recognized as an inde-
pendent permittee or lessee for the pur-
poses of determining the grazing fee in-
crease.

This should be done for a simple, yet
very important reason. Multi-
generational ranchers are the backbone
of our land stewardship program. They
provide a unique knowledge of the
land, are critical to maintaining our
national food supply, and are helping
to ensure the long-term protection of
our rangeland resources. We need to as-
sure that we consider their needs as we
look to the future of grazing on public
lands.∑
f

WHY AFRICA MATTERS: INTER-
NATIONAL CRIME, TERRORISM,
AND NARCOTICS

∑ Mrs. KASSEBAUM. Mr. President, I
rise to continue a series of speeches
about why Africa matters to the Unit-
ed States. I have already spoken about
our vulnerability to infectious diseases
coming out of Africa, and have ad-
dressed the many ways in which envi-
ronmental crisis in Africa can touch
Americans right here at home.

Today, I want to speak about a topic
that many people believe will be the
primary security threat in the years
ahead—international crime and terror-
ism. American corporations are spend-
ing increasing amounts of money to
protect themselves from international
criminal networks. Our children are
still threatened by a thriving drug
trade that links this country to narcot-
ics centers around the globe. And after
the World Trade Center bombings and
the tragic loss of the passengers and
crew of TWA flight 800, the threat of
international terrorism has created a
sense of insecurity in the American
public such as we have never felt be-
fore.
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